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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I directed to claims 1-24 of which 
Specie I directed to figures 1-14 in the reply filed on November 16, 2005 is 
acknowledged. Applicant states that claims 1,13 and 18 are generic. No further claims 
appear to be elected directed to the Specie I, figures 1-14. Examiner has designated 
claims 1-10 and 12-24 drawn to figures 1-14. Claims 1-10 and 12-24 are examined 
below. Claim 1 1 is withdrawn as being directed to non-elected specie. 

2. Claims 25-31 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b), 
as being drawn to a nonelected Group II, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply filed 
on November 16, 2005. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-10 and 13-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by OHTSUKA et al (US 5,546,283). 

5. Claims 1-10, OHTSUKA discloses an adjuster and bracket assembly comprising: 
a mounting bracket (housing or fixed member 2, fig.1, col. 2, lines 49-50) dimensioned to 
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pivotally receive a reflector (24, fig.2); an adjuster (22 in figs.1 , 2, 4 & 5) secured to the 
mounting bracket (2) such that when the reflector (24) is pivotally received by the 
mounting bracket (2) after the adjuster (22 being part of adjusting screws 17h, 17v) has 
been secured thereto (col. 3, lines 25-30), the adjuster (22) communicates with the 
reflector (24) such that rotation of an aiming screw (17h, 17v) within the adjuster (22) 
causes pivoting of the reflector (24) within the mounting bracket (2); wherein the 
mounting bracket (2) has at least one arm (boss seat 6 with pivot arm 16, fig.6) 
extending there from into which the reflector (24) may be snap-fitted (col. 5, line 64 - 
col. 6, line 9); wherein the mounting bracket (2) has a head retaining bracket (extension 
in figs.4-5 extending behind rear wall 4), the aiming screw (17h) of the adjuster (22) 
fitted into the head retaining bracket (fig. 5); wherein the aiming screw (17h) has a screw 
boss (nut 30) threaded thereon, the screw boss (30) in communication with the reflector 
(24) when the reflector is pivotally received (col. 5, line 64 to col. 6, line 9) by the 
mounting bracket (2) such that rotation of the aiming screw (17h, col.6, lines 10-20) 
causes the screw boss (30) to move along the aiming screw resulting in a pivoting of the 
reflector (24); wherein the screw boss (30) mates with a fin (mounting part 27) 
extending from the reflector (24) when the reflector (24) is pivotally received by the 
mounting bracket (2, fig.2); wherein the screw boss (30) has a tab (engaging protrusion 
32) that engages a slot (mounting hole 27a) in the fin (27) when the reflector (24) is 
pivotally received by the mounting bracket (2, fig.2); wherein the screw boss (30) has at 
least one engagement channel (formed by opposing side walls 31) that engages a slot 
(mounting hole 27a, figs.2, 4 & 5) in the fin (27); wherein the screw boss (30) is slidingly 
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engaged (via guide protrusions 39, guide parts 12, guide walls 14, figs.2 & 5) to the 
mounting bracket (2), by sliding engagement with a rail (12,14) on the mounting bracket 
(2) such that rotation of the aiming screw (17h) causes the screw boss (30) to slide 
(col.6, lines10-25) along the rail (12,14) resulting in pivoting of the reflector (24); 
wherein the rail (12,14) is substantially parallel to the aiming screw (figs.2 & 5); a lamp 
assembly (of claims 13-17) comprising: a lamp (1) having a lens, the reflector (24) a 
bulb (fig.4), the mounting bracket (2) dimensioned to pivotally receive the reflector (24) 
and the adjuster (22, 17h) secured to the mounting bracket (2); method of assembling 
the adjuster and bracket assembly (22,17h,2) comprising the steps of securing the 
adjuster (22) to the mounting bracket (2) (col. 5, lines 29-55), pivotally attaching the 
reflector (24) to the mounting bracket (col. 5, lines 56-57), functionally engaging the 
adjuster (22, 17h) to the reflector (24) to form the lamp assembly (col.5, line 64 to col.6, 
line 9), the step of installing the lamp assembly (1) into a vehicle (col. 2, lines 43-50), the 
step of actuating the adjuster (22) to pivot the reflector (24) and thus aim the lamp 
assembly (col.6, lines 10-20). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
SHAMIR et al (US 5,267,128). 

8. SHAMIR discloses an adjuster and bracket assembly comprising: a mounting 
bracket (retainer 40) dimensioned to pivotally receive a housing (34, fig.2); an adjuster 
(48 in fig.2) secured to the mounting bracket (40 via 50, col.2, lines 28-29) such that 
when the housing (24) is pivotally received by the mounting bracket (40) after the 
adjuster (48) has been secured thereto (col.2, lines 28-30), the adjuster (48) 
communicates with the housing (34) such that rotation of an aiming screw (48) within 
the adjuster (head of screw 48, fig.2) causes pivoting of the housing or lamp (34,32) 
within the mounting bracket (40); wherein the mounting bracket (40) has a plurality of 
arms (42,44, fig. 5) and the housing (34, 32) has a plurality of posts (47, fig. 3), the arms 
(figs.3 & 5) functionally engaging the posts (47) such that actuation of the adjuster (48) 
causes the reflector to pivot on the posts (47) (col.2, lines 27-30). 

9. However, SHAMIR does not disclose a reflector. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
adjustable lamp assembly of SHAMIR to include a reflector as part of the housing, since 
it is known in the art that the housing of a lamp defines a reflector or has reflective 
properties for the purpose of efficiently directing light from the internal light source 
toward the forward lens and minimizing loss of light to illuminate forward of the vehicle. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. MIZUNO et al (US 6,481,880) shows an adjuster assembly (2,2a) 
including an aiming screw (2) mounted to bracket or housing (11, figs. 1-2) threaded in a 
screw boss (3) holder (5) connectable to a reflector (2) and slidingly engaged to a rail 
(4). SHIRAI (US 6,543,916) shows a reflector-lamp adjustably pivoted and mounted to 
a housing by a screw-boss slidingly engaged to a rail of housing. IWAMOTO (US 
4,870,544) shows a screw boss (16, figs. 3 & 5) having an engagement channel (72) 
engaging a slot (25a) in a fin-like guide-member (25) extending from reflector (10). 
BIRT (US 5,060,127) shows a reflector with plural posts engaging pivot-ball arms of the 
stationary housing. SAIJO et al (US 4,689,725) show a frame (2) defining an autobody 
part or bracket (col. 3, lines 14-15). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan Cariaso whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2366. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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